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The politics of
rumours

Rumours about reshuffle of the N. Biren Singh
led coalition government is going around in the
state. Some says it may happen after the
declaration of the 17t" Lok Sabha Election result.
Some says there are differences among the high
profile BJP leaders of the state who are holding
Ministerial post. Some are of the opinion that
there may emerge a dissident from a group of
BJP MLAs as ministerial berth are being enjoyed
by the non BJP coalition partners. One very
disturbing rumour is about an unseen race by two
top profile BJP leaders for the post of Chief
Minister. Well everything is possible in politics.
But kitchen talk should not be considered serious.
Saying so, reshuffle of Minister happened in the
running of government and there is nothing to
worry about it. However, if the small talk about
the race for Chief Minister appeared true than
the state will definitely be in crisis and for that
reason the talk about the attempt by some top
profile BJP leaders lobbying to topple the present
Chief Minister is not supported by any logic.

A news report about some BJP Ministers and
MLA camping at Kolkata drew the attention of
many people. But the fact is that the visit to
Kolkata by some BJP MLAs and Minister has nothing
to do with the plan to make a major reshuffle in
the government.

However, it is logical that due to pressure of
the BJP MLAs, the Chief Minister in consultation
with the BJP leadership may drop some of the
Minister belonging to other coalition partners.

What worries the people is on assuming the
state of the government if the non BJP Ministers
are removed to provide the post to other BJP
MLAs. There is likely that the coalition political
party may withdraw their support to the
government. If so will there be any impact to
the government.

If one takes a breath and thinks about such thing
- there is absolutely nothing to worry. The BJP
led government will continue as long as it holds
power at the center.

If one recalled on how the BJP formed the
government in the state with even less number
of MLAs then the Congress party, then why should
the government worry if some ministers of the
partner political parties are dropped.

However, saying so, there may be changed of
guard if the BJP led NDA suffer a major setback
in the 17t Lok Sabha.

As of now Chief Minister N. Biren Singh is doing
well in strengthening the bondage of relationship
between the BJP Ministers, MLAs and his party
leaders. The rumours spreading around will remain
as it is and will never happen. It is better that
we stopped daydreaming and focus more in
becoming a watchdog to the activities of the
government. And any citizen can be a watchdog
as there are various tools to check things that
are doing by the government. Finally the
government should also stopped intimidation to
the watchdogs as they are only hoping for a
welfare state.
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Plastic Pollution & its déct

inevitably enters the environmentcadmium and mercurPlankton fish adversely affect human food supplies.
with studies suggesting that theand ultimately the human race througisome marine species such as sea
bodies of 90% of seabirds containshe food chain, ingest these highlyturtles have been found to contain
plastic debris. In some areas thertoxic carcinogens and chemicallarge proportion of plastics in their
have been significant efforts toConsuming the fish that contain thesstomach. When this occurs, the
reduce the prominence of plastidoxins can cause an increase in cancamnimals typically starves because the
pollution through reducing plasticimmune disorder and birth defectsplastic block the animals’ digestive
consumption and promoting plasticThis was the first study to focus ontract. Sometimes marine mammals are
recycling. Some researchers suggesgtobal drinking water pollution with entangled in plastic products such as
that by 2050 there could be moreplastic and showed that with anets which can harm or kill them.
plastic than fish in the Ocean bycontamination rate of 94% tap water This is the global scenario in a
weight. Chlorinated plastic canin United States was the most pollutesvider spectrum. Coming down to our
release harmful chemicals into thdfollowed by Lebanon and India. tiny state Manipymwhich was once a
surrounding soil, which can thenEuropean countries such as thgreen state, will it be exorbitant to say
seep into groundwater or othetUnited Kingdom, Germany andthat Manipur is free from this problem?
surrounding water source and alsérance had the lowest contaminatiofEverybody will sayno.We all have
Imphal Akampat. the ecosystem of th@orld. This rate though still as high as 72%. Thiseen plastic bottles, plastic bags or
P pat. can cause serious harm to specieseans that people may be ingestingny other form of plastic everywhere
Plastic pollution is the that drink the watet.andfills areas between 3,000 to 4,000micro particlegn our state. Plastics in the rivers, on
accumulation of plastic objects likecontain many different types ofof plastics from tap water per yearthe roadsides, at the playground, in
plastic bottles and much more in theplastics. In these landfills there areThis analysis found particles of morethe field, in the lakes and so éwain,
Earths Environment that adverselymany microorganisms which speedhan 2.5 micron size, which is 2,500t is reported that 5% of the total solid
affects wildlife, wildlife habitat and up the degradation of plastics. Theimes bigger than a nanometkris waste generated in Imphal per day is
humans. Plastics that acts as microorganisms include bacteriacurrently uncleaif this contamination plastic. If itis so the adverse effect of
pollutants are categorized into microsuch as pseudomonas, nylon eating affecting human health but if theplastic pollution mentioned above will
meso or macro debris based on sizéacteria and Flavobacteria. Thesavater is also found to contain nanonot leave Manipur aside rather we will
Plastics are inexpensive and durableacteria break down nylon throughparticles pollutants, there could behave more serious effect. In few days
and as a result levels of plastiahe activity of the nylonase enzymesadverse impacts on human well-beindhack we all have experienced the
production by humans are highBreakdown of biodegradableaccording to Scientist associated witlproblems of solid waste, plastic waste
However the chemical structure ofplastics release methane, a gas vetlie study in Imphal Municipality area due to the
most plastics renders them resistamowerful greenhouse gas that Due to the use of chemicalprevention of dumping these waste
to many natural process ofcontribute significantly the global additives during plastic production,at LamdengKhunou by the local
degradation and as a result they anarming. plastics have potentially harmfulpeople. The inconvenience caused by
slow to degradeTogether these two  In 2012, it was estimated that,effects that could prove to bethese waste have been experienced
factors have led to a high prominencéhere was approximately 165 millioncarcinogenic or promote endocriney each one of us. This is just the
of plastic pollution in the tons of plastics pollution in the disruption. Some of the additives ardeginning. Then what shall we do
Environment. Plastic pollution canworld’s Ocean. One type of plasticused as phthalate plasticizers andow? It is we, general public to
affect land, waterways and Ocean. Ithat is of concern in terms of Ocearbrominated flame retardants. Througiprevent and protect our environment
is estimated that 1.1 to 8.8 millionplastic pollution is nurdles. Nurdlesbiomonitoring, chemicals in plasticsfrom such serious issue. Simply
metric tons (MT) of plastic waste are manufactured plastic pellets usesuch as BR and phthalates, havewaiting action from our leaders who
enters the Ocean from coastain the creation of plastic productsbeen identified in the humanalways provide lip service will not
communities each yeativing and are often shipped via cargo shigpopulation. Humans can be exposesolve the problem timely rather we all
organisms, particularly marine animalsviany billions of nurdles are spilled to these chemicals through the noseyill go to the hell. So let us reduce the
can be harmed either by mechanicahto Ocean each year and it has beemouth or skin. Some of the chemicalsisage of plastic and plastic products
effects, such as entanglement irestimated that globally around 10%used in plastic production can causéor a better and healthy Manipur
plastic objects or problems related t@f beach litter consist of nurdles.dermatitis upon contact with our skin.  (This writer can be reached to:
ingestion of plastic waste or throughPlastics in Ocean typically degradePlastic pollution has the potential to  sjugeshwor7 @gmail.cor®r
exposure to chemicals within plasticawvithin a year but not entirelyn the poison animals which can then WhatsApps No: 9612891339.
that interfere with their physiology process, toxic chemicals such a:
Humane are also affected by plastibisphenolA and polystyrene can
pollution such as through disruptionleach into waters from plastic
of various harmful mechanisms. pollution in Ocean and combined
As of 2018, about 380 million tons with plastic bags and food containers
of plastic is produced worldwide eachmake up the majority of Ocean debris|
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been produced worldwide, of which(defined into the four classes of smal
an estimated 9% has been recycleahicro plastics, large micro plastics,
and another 12% has beemmesoand macro plastics) afloat a
incinerated. In the UK alone, moresea. The litter that is being deliveredy
than 5 million tons of plastics areinto the Oceans is toxic to marine fis|
consumed each year of which onlyand humans. The toxins that ar€
an estimated one quarter is recyclediomponents of plastics include
with the remainder going to landfills. diethylhexyl phthalate, which is a
This large amount of plastic wastetoxic carcinogen as well as lead

Elections 2018s a Moment of Reckoning for
India’s Progressive Civil Society

non-party political forces to witnessed with the Modi cabinetNational Congress and continuous
contest the concerted attempts tanaking presentations to the RSS foconstructive work for constituency
change the fundamentals of Indiardisha nirdesh(guidance), while building was undertaken by diverse
A wide spectrum of civil society democracy continuously working in the social civil society groups associated with
groups organised a nationalHowever there is a gulf between realm for building an ideological andthe Congress and Gandhi.

peoples platform on April 6, 2019, these civil society groups — whichsocial support base for HindutvaPost-independence, several civil
to dialogue with different political occupy the space of non-partyand BJP society groups were co-opted by the
parties on ‘Jan SaroKa(Peoples political formations (a phrase These contrasting conceptions ofndian state and gradually the
Agenda), with the objective of coined by Rajni Kothari) — and thethe civil societys role in electoral Congress started losing its
bringing the real issues of ordinaryparties active in electoral politics. politics pose serious implicationspresence in the civil society spaces.
citizens to the centre of political While these social movements anaénd fundamental questions for theBy the late seventies, Congress had
debates. community groups advocate anduture of Indian democracy vacatednuch of the civil society
In the last few months, the Indiandialogwe with diverse political Civil society under Congress spaces and the 80s saw the rise
civil society landscape has seerparties, theyhowever maintain The answer to some of thesef new social movements and the
similar local, regional and national complete autonomy and electorafundamental challenges might begrowth of professional NGOs,
initiatives, essentially to highlight neutrality in-spite of significant found in the history of the Congressvhich gradually constituted
the threats to the founding idealsoverlap in political positions. system in India, particularly thesignificant parts of the
of the Indian republic. The aim is In the architecture of democracy phase of Gandtg’'leadership and the progressive civil society

also to amplify the issues of thecivil society plays critical roles national movement. The GandhiarThe Congress continued losing
most marginalised and excluded -and it might be assigned a nonarticulation of ‘sngharsh aur its political base through the 80s
which have often gotten electoral one in politics. nirman’(struggle and constructiveand 90s due to several socio-
overshadowed by chest thumpingHowever, this is in complete work) represents the philosophicaeconomic factors, and because of
‘nationalism’ and aggressivecontrast to the Hindutvaand organic unity of these twoits increasing disconnect with the
Hindutva. imagination of civil society as actions. issues and aspirations of the
The earliest challenge to Modiembodied by the RSS and itdNevertheless, it also articulates theommon people due to its
narrative came from initiatives affiliates. strategic imperative of weavingdeclining base and penetration in
located in the civil society — award The RSS and the Sanglarivar together struggles led by overtlycivil society Congress as a mass-
wapsi, Not in My Name, the post- (VHP, Bajrang Dal, etc) not only political formations and the based partyas opposed to a
Una protests, the fight for justiceplay a proactive role in Indian movement building at the grassrootsadre-based parfyneeded the
for RohithVemula and Karwan-e- elections, they also offer cadrethrough constructive work. Thiscommunity and grassroots
Mohabbat. These initiatives notand volunteers to the BJfor action in tandem was effectivelyconnect provided by civil society
mobilisation and achieved during the freedomgroups to nurture its relationships
challenge to the hegemonic Modicanvassing. It even sets the agendsruggle in which the direct political with people.

narrative, but they also galvanisedor the BJP government as we havactions were undertaken by the (Continued On page 4)
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